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Taliah Switch is Named 2018-2019 Sac and Fox Honor Guard Princess
  (Editor’s Note:  Norman High School 
and Moore Norman Technology Center 
student Taliah Switch was crowned as 
the  2018-2019 Sac and Fox Honor Guard 
Princess during the Sac and Fox Honor 
Guard Memorial Day Gourd Dance pro-
gram conducted May 26 in the Sac and 
Fox Community Bldg.  She was chosen 
�I�U�R�P�� �T�X�D�O�L�¿�H�G�� �D�S�S�O�L�F�D�Q�W�V�� �Z�K�R�� �U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\��
submitted personal biographies to the se-
lection committee for consideration.)
  Following is Princess Taliah’s winning 
biography:

by Taliah Switch
  Hô, kemenwi pemâtethi? My name is 
Taliah Switch.  My Indian name is Nîko-
tha-wa-thee, and I’m a part of the Thun-
der Clan. I am from Shawnee, but reside 
in Norman.  I am 15 years old, and I at-
tend Norman High and Moore Norman 
Technology Center as a tenth grader.
  Also, I’m a part of the Native Amer-
ican Club at my school.  It would be a 
great honor to represent the Sac and Fox 
Tribe, if I was chosen to be the Veterans 
Honor Guard Princess.  I would repre-
sent myself, my family and my tribe with 
honor.  There are many things that make 
me proud of who I am, my heritage, my 
family, my country and my accomplish-
ments.  These add up to make me who 
I am, and motivate me to keep growing 
and learning how to better myself.
  There are three federally recognized 
tribes of the Sauk and Meskwaki Native 
Americans, the largest one out of the 
three is located in Stroud, Oklahoma.  
There are two other Sac and Fox tribes, 

which are the Sac and Fox Tribe of Mis-
sissippi in Iowa, and the Sac and Fox Na-
tion of Missouri in Kansas and Nebraska.  
The Sac and Fox Tribe of Mississippi and 
the Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri were 
two distant tribes.  They are closely relat-
ed in language and culture.  
  After 1733, however, the two were 
forced together for survival.  The Trea-
ty of 1804 ceded all this land from the 
government and started the Black Hawk 
War.  Black Hawk, a Sauk leader, didn’t 
believe in this treaty, and didn’t give into 
the government.  In 1832, they were in 
the Back Hawk War against the United 
States.  Black Hawk was defeated, and 
after the war, the tribe relocated several 
times from Illinois to Iowa, Kansas, and 
�¿�Q�D�O�O�\���,�Q�G�L�D�Q���7�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�\���L�Q���W�K�H�����������V��
  On May 17, 1993, the Sac and Fox Na-
tion established its own system for regis-
tering vehicles and  having license plates 
for tribal members, and it is celebrated as 
“Victory Day.”
  I come from a giant family.  I have my 
mother, siblings, grandparents, uncles, 
aunts, and all of my cousins.  My moth-
er’s name is Venice Loveless, and my 
maternal grandparents are Cara Mack 
and George Switch.  There are four of 
my family members who have served, 
or are now serving, in the United States 
Army:  My grandfather, George Switch, 
who was a Private First Class (PFC); 
my great-uncle Harold Meek, who was 
a Specialist E-4; my cousin-in-law Em-
manuel Llanos, is a Specialist E-4, as 
well as a 15P-Flight Operations Special-

ist; and lastly, my aunt Zinena Switch 
was a Private 1 (PV1).  I thank them for 
�V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���¿�J�K�W�L�Q�J���I�R�U���R�X�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����D�Q�G��
take a lot of pride in my relatives’ ser-
vice.  It makes me want to dedicate my-
self to being all that I can be.
  My personal achievements:  Well, my 
�¿�U�V�W���\�H�D�U���R�I���K�L�J�K���V�F�K�R�R�O�����,���K�D�G���W�U�R�X�E�O�H���I�R-
cusing and doing my work.  Thankfully, 
for my mother, she helped me get into 
Moore Norman Technology Center for 
the Ascend Credit Recovery Program.  I 

�K�D�Y�H�� �¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G�� �W�Z�R�� �\�H�D�U�V�� �R�I�� �(�Q�J�O�L�V�K�� ���(�Q-
glish 1 and 2), two years of Mathematics 
(Algebra 1 and Geometry), and one se-
mester of Biology in just one school year.
  My teacher, Kendal Krause, helped 
me get into the Nurse’s Aide Program at 
Moore Norman Technology Center for 
next year.  I am very proud of who I have 
become as of this day.  And, hearing that 
my mother is proud of me makes my hard 
�Z�R�U�N���D�Q�G���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���G�H�¿�Q�L�W�H�O�\���Z�R�U�W�K���L�W���L�Q��
the long run. 

Taliah Switch, a Norman High School and Moore Norman Technology Cen-
ter student, was recently named as 2018-2019 Sac and Fox Honor Guard 
Princess, and was crowned during the Honor Guard Memorial Day program.  
Princess Taliah is pictured front and center with members of the Honor Guard 
Auxiliary.  Those members shown from left are:  Stella Wilson, Shirley Wa-
kole, Clarissa Littlehead, Shawna Spoon, Madison Johnson, Lolly Ashley, 
Casey Wassana, Cheryl McClellan and Janis Jackson.      (Submitted Photo)


